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Animal
ownership

Approximately 50 percent of all U.S. households own a pet. This
implies that during large-scale disasters, pet ownership may affect the
behavior of large segments of the population at risk. Strong
attachments also exist between farmers and their livestock. The
potential magnitude of behavior-related problems is high, as shown in
the following tables.

Frequency of animal ownership in the United States

Species Percent of U.S. households owning pets

All pets 58.9

Dogs 31.6

Cats 27.3

Birds 4.6

Horses 1.5

Other pets 10.7

Source: U.S. Pet Ownership and Demographics Sourcebook, Center for Information
Management. American Veterinary Medical Association. Schaumburg, IL. 1997

Average number of animals per household

Species
Average number of pets per

pet-owning household

Dogs 1.69

Cats 2.19

Birds 2.74

Horses 2.67

Source: U.S. Pet Ownership and Demographics Sourcebook, Center for Information
Management. American Veterinary Medical Association. Schaumburg, IL. 1997


